Inhibition of C1q functions by RHP, a protein elevated in sera from patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
We have previously shown that serum levels of C1q, unbound to C1r X C1s, are elevated in rheumatoid arthritis. We have also shown that RHP, a newly described serum protein which affects the C1q-anti C1q precipitin reaction, is also present at elevated levels in rheumatoid arthritis. We now show that RHP inhibits the hemolytic activity of C1q, disaggregates C1, and inhibits the ability of C1q bound to latex beads or to aggregated IgG to enhance the oxidative metabolism of neutrophils.